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Celebration of 25 years KSzSz 
Budapest (Hungary), 17 April 2015 

Following the invitation sent to Eurofedop to attend this celebration and hold a speech, the secretary general 
represented the organisation on this occasion. 

About 50 members and guests were welcomed at the premises of the Ministry of Finances. Apart from the 
president of SZEF, Varga László, most representatives of the sectors of SZEF were also present at the 
session. 

In between the different speeches, a cultural touch was added to the solemn session by musical intermezzos 
performed by a strings orchestra. 

Dr. Agg Géza, president of KSzSz, held the opening speech. 

Subsequently, the floor was taken by Dr. Latorcai Csaba, Deputy 
State Secretary for Priority Affairs of the Prime Minister’s office. He 
spoke about the difficult transition period from communism to 
democracy. Throughout the years, the trade unions and KSS worked 
at this transition by making various compromises. The representative 
of the Hungarian Government did not speak long about the past 
before to unfold the plans which the government had with regard to 
public services. New objectives, new programmes had to assure the 
well-functioning of public services. In order to make this become true, 
everyone is now aware that reforms have to be implemented in 
services provided by the Police, Fire Brigades, Defence, etc. These 
are items which will be discussed within the relevant Public Services 
Forum. In the new model, there will be room for a 50 % salary 
increase. The personnel will be given the opportunity of “lifelong 
learning”. 

With regard to the planned reforms, KSS nevertheless wishes to 
underline that there is also a reverse side to them: the right to strike is 
namely abolished and a new labour code is established, the aim of 
which is clearly to prevent trade unions from playing their role. 

With the installation of the Government, the Prime Minister had 
indicated that social dialogue had to be intensified. The State 
Secretary limited himself to saying that the welfare state has a need 
for a well-functioning public service. 
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Dr. Szabo Endre, founder of KSS, still sounded very militant, in spite of his mature age. 

He described the history of KSS, the difficult start, but also, after 1 year, the membership to Eurofedop, which 
opened many opportunities for KSS at national, European and international level. For this, he specially 
thanked Eurofedop in his speech. He also stressed the importance of the steps which have recently been 
taken with the aim of reforming SZEF and he hoped that the future may bring a solution to the present 
situation. 

Bert Van Caelenberg spoke in his speech about the membership of KSzSz to Eurofedop, the commitments 
made in the past, but also the present difficulties created by neoliberalism and the privatisation of public 
services. He ended his speech by underlining that even the smallest effort to react against the decline of 
public services is worthwhile. 

Varga László, president of SZEF, made a comparison between trade unions and the strings orchestra. Both 
need a good director. Singing together the national hymn was a good exercise for the members of SZEF to 
work together. 

So, not only reference was made to the history, but also ideas were developed for the future of the trade 
union during this session, which took place in an excellent atmosphere. 

In the end, Szabo Endre and Bert Van Caelenberg were honoured, respectively for founding and supporting 
KSS in the period of the last 25 years. 

Bert Van Caelenberg thanked for this token of appreciation and repeated the sentence by which he had 
ended his speech: “The future is now in the hands of the leaders of KSzSz”. 

 


