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New army bishop 
ACOM-The Netherlands 

 
With the intention of taking part in army exercises and visiting men and women who 
are on missions abroad. The army bishop will be pleased to take part in activities of 
the armed forces. 

At the front, there are no atheists, was once said by a high military officer to bishop 
Everard de Jong. 

That was a saying that illustrates, according to the newly appointed army bishop, the 
importance and necessity of providing mental care to members of the armed forces, 
of all denominations. 

The bishop told in an interview that he finds it very impressive that someone wants to 
give and gives their life for their country, yes, even for peace in the world. 

The Americans, Canadians, Irish and others who came to the Netherlands to fight for our freedom, even if 
they did not know us at all, were prepared to pay with their lives for our freedom. Being a military, especially 
within the international context of the United Nations and NATO, is an honourable service and a force for 
peace in the world. 

Today, the question is raised, what do mental carers need in the times of today, for the people of today, who 
are no longer so religious. But, still, they are people who clearly have a need for conversation, for a place 
where they can be themselves. Psychologically, socially as well as religiously. In this respect, it is also 
important to be aware that mental carers who participate in a mission, have to provide services to members 
of the military, of all denominations. As a consequence, army chaplains have to be well-prepared, in a way 
that they are able to provide mental support and adequately respond to questions for giving it all a good 
reason, to all who appeal to them in this way. 

The new bishop has the intention of immersing himself in the armed forces organisation. 

We as Eurofedop wish bishop J. de Jong much strength and success. And know that he will find a loyal 
partner in ACOM. 

--------- 
(Translated from the monthly magazine of ACOM, the General Christian Organisation of Military Personnel of 
the Netherlands, member of Eurofedop) 
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