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HFE Conference 
Brussels (Belgium), 03.06.2015 

‘Making patient-centered community care a reality’ 

This conference was organised by Health First Europe in collaboration with the Latvian presidency of the 
European Union. 

The conference moderator was Bert Van Caelenberg, Vice-President of HFE (see photo). 

The shift from health care delivered in acute 
settings towards health care delivered in the 
patient’s personal environment (community care) 
and promoting the development and use of 
innovations in community care were the subjects 
discussed during a conference which brought 
together health care officials from national and 
European authorities, representatives from 
patients’ organisations, representatives from 
carers’ organisations (nurses, informal carers), 
academics as well as representatives from the 
industry. 

The conference was opened by the Secretary of State for Health in Latvia, 
Solvita Zvidriņa, who underlined that care needs to focus on the patient and 
be coordinated at all levels. 

The members of the first panel discussed the subject of developing dedicated 
community care policies for patients in Europe. Maria Iglesia Gomez of the 
DG Santé of the European Commission stated that “health care of the future 
will be more patient-centered. It has to be”.  

Professor Jan De Maeseneer (see photo, Chair of the European Commission 
expert panel on health Investment) spoke about the need for integrated 
health and social care. As regards the financial aspect, he said that, in order 
to increase the efficiency of resource allocation, “the money needs to follow 
the care”. 
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Panel 2 (see photo) focused on working together for making patient-centered community care a reality. 
Attention was given to the important role played by informal carers (John Dunne, President of Eurocarers), 
the cost-effectiveness and compatibility of enhancing “out of building” support systems (Marina Lupari, 
Primary Care and Community Nursing, Royal College of Nurses, UK), the failure of health systems to 
respond to the daily needs of patients (Paul Buchanan, diabetes 1 patient, founder of Team Blood Glucose 
as well as Serge Bernasconi, CEO of MedTech Europe). 

The conference was concluded by the launch by the Latvian Presidency of a Declaration on ‘Making Patient-
Centered Community a Reality in Europe’ (see annex). 

In the end, all key contributors and conference participants agreed that community care is the future of health 
care for all citizens in the European Union. 
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Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the 
European Union

The Latvian Presidency considers patient-centred community care an important part of the 
discussion on public health at EU level and encourages the EU institutions to support and 
invest in the development of policies which can facilitate improved care for patients in 
community settings.

The future of EU health policy should investigate how to support Member States to:

The Latvian Presidency believes that care in the community will play an integral role in the 
future of health system performance and quality of care and encourages all stakeholders to 
continue working towards the common goal of patient-centred care for all citizens of 
Europe.

Increase preventive care in the community
Facilitate access to innovation for patients in the community setting
Support training of healthcare professionals in the community
Promote integrated care across all points of patient care
Strengthen the governance of integrated care
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